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Tech Note 781
Configuring Automatic Log On for Windows Server 2008 and Windows 7

All Tech Notes and KBCD documents and software are provided "as is" without warranty of any kind. See the Terms of Use for more information.

Topic#: 002562
Created: July 2011

Introduction

Microsoft Windows Operating Systems include many security features that you can use to create protected systems. However, some of
these features can hinder industrial applications. A well-known example is the Windows logon window, which requires the user to press
the Ctrl+Alt+Delete key combination every time the system starts up.

This Tech Note describes how to set up Windows Server 2008 and Windows 7 so that they will automatically log your users on each
time that the system starts up, without having to press the Ctrl+Alt+Delete keys.

Application Versions

Microsoft Windows Server 2008

Microsoft Windows 7 (All editions)

Note: If you only have one user account that is not password protected on the computer, then Windows 7 will automatically log on to
that account at startup.

For this Tech Note, screen shots from Windows 7 are used. The procedure is identical for both Windows Server 2008 and Windows 7.

Automatic Log On Considerations

This procedure can only be completed while you are logged on with an Administrator account. It cannot be done from within a standard
account.

Setting your computer to automatically log on to a user account at startup could pose a security risk if you share the computer, or there
are other people who could use your computer. If your computer logs on automatically, they will have the same access as whatever user
account you have set to be logged on to at start up.
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FIGURE 1: WINDOWS 7 LOG ON SCREEN

Note: With Automatic Log On, you will no longer see this panel. Windows Server 2008 & Windows 7 will boot into the desktop of the
selected user account.

Procedure

1. Log onto the Windows Server 2008 or Windows 7 computer with an Administrator account.

2. Click Start and do one of the following:
1. Type regedit and press the Enter key or

2. Click the regedit program and click OK (Figure 2 below).

FIGURE 2: WINDOWS START > REGEDIT

3. In the registry editor locate HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE>SOFTWARE>Microsoft>Windows NT>CurrentVersion>Winlogon
(Figure 3 below).
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FIGURE 3: WINLOGON REGISTRY KEY

4. Locate the following values on the right panel:

AutoAdminLogon

DefaultDomainName

DefaultPassword

DefaultUsername

DefaultDomainName (exists when the computer is connected to a network).

5. If the above registry values are there, go to Step 7.

6. If the above values are not there, right-click an empty area in the right panel and click New > String Value. Type the missing
values' names and repeat for each value (Figure 4 below).
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FIGURE 4: CREATE NEW STRING VALUE

7. Once you've located/created these values, double-click each value and enter the following value data for the particular value:

Name : AutoAdminLogon Value : 1

Name : DefaultPassword Value : the pasword of the user profile

Name : DefaultUsername Value : the username of the account you want to log in to

FIGURE 5: EDIT STRING DIALOG BOX

8. Close the registry editor.

9. Reboot the machine for the changes to take effect.
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Your Windows 7 or Windows Server 2008 machine is now configured for automatic log on.

References

Diagnosing Wonderware Hardware Key Failures: Information on possible hardware key problems (and their solutions) with
automatic log on. Note that this does not apply if you are running Wonderware® FactorySuite™ with the software license manager
(that is, you are not using the Wonderware hardware key).

Tech Note 49: Configuring Automatic Log On for Windows NT/2000.
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